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ordered that double the price of the jewels be paid
them and that valuable presents and objects of art be
also presented to them,
After spending a year in the prince's county the
brothers decided to return home.   But war had broken
out between this prince and  Alau  (afterwards the
famous Hulagu) another Tartar prince who governed
the  Eastern  provinces.   Thus the  way  was   closed
before them and it was impossible for Nicolo Polo and
his brother to return to Constantinople whence they
had come.   They therefore took an unfrequented route
and sailed east to Bukhara which was at that time
under   the   Persian   rule   where,   by   the   force   of
circumstances, they were obliged to halt.    They made
the acquaintance of a notable Tartar there whom Alau
had sent as Ambassador to. the great King Kublai Khan,
emperor of all the Tartars.   His Court was at that
time " at the end of the continent between the east
and north-east."   This ambassador admired the intelli-
gence and excellent character of the Italians, as he had
never before  seen  a European.   Having previously
studied the Tartar language he proposed that they
should accompany him to the great Khan (King) who
would be pleased to see and cover them with his pat-
ronage and generosity.   As they were at  that time
almost despaired of returning to Venice they accepted
his invitation and spent with him a whole year on the
way to the court of the great king who received them
kindly and honoured them.   Since they were the first
Europeans who came to his court, he inquired from'
them about the Christian.kings, the Roman Emperor,
the condition and extent of their countries, the manner
of executing justice, how they made war, etc.  He parti-
cularly asked them about the Pope and the Christian
religion. They replied fully to all these questions in the
Tartar language and he was so pleased that he included
them among his favourites and decided to send them
with one of his envoys as ambassadors to Rome to ask